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AMENDMENT 

SIR: 

Kindly amend the above -identified pate 
application as follows. 
In The Claims 

Cancel claims 1-3, 5 and 9-13. 
Add the following new claims 14-18. 


RECEIVED 

JUL 1 4 2003 

.GROUP 3600 


~ --14. (New) A joining structure that is 

reinforced by welding a columnar structural member to a base 
plate or a coupling flange via reinforcing ribs, 
characterized in that: said reinforcing ribs are tabular 
members gradually bent into a shape of U or V along the 
surface of said columnar structural member,* and said 
gradually bent portions having the shape of U or V protrude 
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